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was rebranded as LIG Nex1, and in 2013, STIC Investments
acquired a 49% stake to enhance its independence.
Between 1985 and 1999, LIG Nex1l established a
foundation for comprehensive defense capabilities through

the development of electronic systems and missiles.

In 2003, it developed the C-STAR, a medium-range
naval missile, and in 2004, it became the first South Korean
defense company to receive CMM Level 3 certification,
while also developing Chiron, South Korea’s first portable
missile. The company has exported Chiron and Haegung
missiles to over 40 countries, including the Middle East and
Latin America, and has built a “Korean air defense belt” in
the Middle East, with contracts exceeding 11 trillion KRW.
LIG Nex1 aims to rank among the top 20 global defense
companies by 2030.

Booth Theme :
Greater World.

50 Years of Innovation, Leading in a

- Main Exhibition Zones:

1- KF-21 Airborne Weapon System: Promoting the
completion of Korean’s indigenous fighter jet through
integration of weaponry and proprietary technologies.
Exhibits variety of guided missiles, including Short-
Range Air-to-Air missile, Long-Range Air-to-Air
Missile, Long-Range Air -to-Ground Missile, 1,0001bs
Guided Bomb, and a Modular Guided Missile.

2- Unmanned Systems Zone: Showcasing future unmanned
aerial platforms, including Medium-sized UAV, MPD,
Drones equipped with micro-guided missiles and

Surveillance and Reconnaissance Drone Systems.

Defense exhibitions and conferences

3- Multi-layered Air Defense System Zone: Showcasing a

comprehensive Multi-layered Air Defense System.

4- Electronic Warfare: Featuring the KF-21, EW Suite, and
airborne electronic warfare platforms for AAV.

5- Space Zone, C5I Command and Control room, MRO
Solutions and the Future Soldier Warrior Platform will
be also exhibited.

- LIG Nex1’s Middle East Business and Vision

- LIG Nex1 is pursuing a vision for a “K-Air Defense Belt”,
which involves the integrated deployment of South
Korea’s air defense missile lineup across the Middle East,

Asia, North Africa, and Europe.

- As a full-system integrator for domestically fielded air-
defense weapons, LIG Nexl assumes responsibility
from development through mass production for the full
spectrum of layered air-defense systems — including
CHIRON, SAAM, LAMD, MSAM-II, LSAM - providing
multi-layer coverage from short to long ranges. The
company is expanding globally beginning with exports
of medium-range surface-to-air missile MSAM-II to the
Middle East.

- MSAM-II is attracting significant international interest
as a potential alternative to the U.S Patriot System.
Building on the proven reliability of the MSAM-II, LIG
Nex1 is now promoting the LSAM, a long-range surface-
to-air guided missile.

- LIG Nex1 is offering customized, multi-layered air

defense solutions by integrating its range-specific
defense systems with a country’s existing air defense
network. This strategy is similar to South Korea’s own

KAMD(Korea Air and Missile Defense) system.

- LIG Nex1’s competitive edge goes beyond supplying

advanced weaponry: the company pursues local
production and technology transfer to shift from simple
exports toward building partner nations’ defense-
industrial bases, creating jobs, and supporting broader

economic growth through industrial cooperation.

- Reflecting rapid changes on the modern warfare, LIG
Nex1 is negotiating exports of unmanned systems and is
diversifying its export portfolio beyond PGM (Precision—
guided munitions) to include non-PGM capabilities
including radar systems such as Weapon Locating Radar-

II and surveillance / reconnaissance system.
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Defense
and security issues

aerospace divisions of Daewoo Heavy Industries, Samsung
Aerospace, and Hyundai Space and Aircraft following
the 1997 Asian financial crisis, aiming to advance South
Korea’s aerospace industry as a high-tech growth sector.
In 2000, KAI completed the development of the KT-1
Woongbi, South Korea’s first indigenously designed
training aircraft. In 2008, it initiated the development
of the KC-100 Naraon, achieving aviation certification
in 2013. In 2012, KAI began production of the KUH-
1 Surion, South Korea’s first multi-role helicopter. In
2023, the KF-21 Boramae was showcased at ADEX, and
in 2024, KAI celebrated its 25th anniversary with sales
reaching 3.8 trillion KRW (a fivefold increase since its
founding).

KAI successfully exported the T-50 / FA-50 to the
United States, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Poland (48
FA-50 units in 2024), establishing itself as a leader in
training and light combat aircraft. The company is also
developing the KF-21 Boramae, a domestically produced
multi-role fighter, with successful tests of Meteor missiles
in 2024. KAI has produced over 200 Surion helicopters
and contributed to space projects like the KSLV-II and
satellites, aiming to rank seventh globally by 2050.

Korea Aerospace Industries, Ltd. (KAI) is Korea’s sole
comprehensive aerospace systems company, spanning
fixed-wing, rotary-wing, and unmanned aircraft, as well
as satellites and launch vehicles. Beyond its domestic
business, KAl is firmly positioned as a main player in the
global aerospace market, with an aggressive strategy for

expansion.

At ADEX 2025 (Seoul International Aerospace &
Defense Exhibition), KAI will showcase a large-scale
exhibition of its flagship products: the KF-21(Boramae)
fighter, FA-50, KUH, LAH, as well as future programs
including NACS, MUM-T, advanced simulators, and

integrated logistics support.

Before the exhibition, from October 17—=19 at Seoul
Air Base, KAI will demonstrate the KF-21, FA-50, KUH,
and LAH in flight displays, along with a spectacular
performance by the T-50-based Black Eagles aerobatic

team.

- Global Defense Partner

Amid rapidly shifting global security dynamics,
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KALI is positioning itself as a trusted partner in defense
cooperation—delivering not only platforms but also

integrated support solutions.

Looking ahead to the New Aerospace Era, KAI aims to
achieve KRW 40 trillion (approx. USD 30 billion) in sales
and rank as the world’s 7th-largest aerospace company
by 2050. To realize this goal, KAI is investing in six next-

generation business pillars:

1. Next-Generation Air Combat System (6th—Generation
Fighter)

. Military Transport Aircraft Development

. Next-Generation Utility Helicopters

. Civil /Military Advanced Air Vehicles (AAVs)

“i A W N

. Satellite Development / Services and Space Exploration

Solutions
6. Future Advanced Software

With these initiatives, KAI is taking bold steps to

position itself as a global leader in aerospace and defense.

Deploying the Strongest Existing Solutions and Future
Battlefield Game-Changer Line-Up

- FA-50: Evolving into a versatile multi-role fighter

through continuous upgrades.

- KF-21: Korea’s next-generation fighter entering full-

scale production, set to dominate future battlefields.

- KUH: Over 300 military and government helicopters
delivered, with marine attack helicopters and mine-
countermeasure helicopters under its development

schedules.

- LAH: Compact yet “Smart & Strong” armed helicopter
with enhanced stability and survivability.

- Future Systems: Advancing manned-unmanned
teaming (MUM-T) and next-generation air combat

system (NACS) development.

IV. Commemorating 50 Years of .

Showcasing Innovation and Leadership,

Defining the Future of Defense

LIG Nex1 Founded in 1976 as Goldstar Precision, the
company was renamed LG Innotek in 2000 and became
Nex1 Future in 2004 as part of the LIG Group. In 2007, it




Comparative Testing (FCT) in 2023. The vehicle is capable
of a wide range of missions including combat equipment
transport, medical evacuation support, surveillance and
reconnaissance, and combat missions in case of contingency.
By adopting a hybrid powerpack, GRUNT boasts superior
range and payload capacity.

These UGVs form the foundation of Hanwha’s MUM-T
capability, designed to be combined with manned combat
systems to enhance survivability and maximize combat
effectiveness. The K9A3 is also designed specifically for
MUM-T operations.

3- Advanced Deep Strike Capability (L-PGW & L-SAM)

-L-PGW (Chunmoo 3.0): As part of the Chunmoo 3.0 roadmap,
the L-PGW is a next-generation loitering precision-guided
weapon system with a range of about 100 km. It integrates
a loitering munition inside a 239mm rocket, enabling it to
perform surveillance, reconnaissance, and precision strikes
against time-sensitive targets. It is fully compatible with
the Chunmoo Multiple Rocket Launcher System.

- L-SAM (Long-range Surface-to-Air Missile): L-SAM is a core
asset of the Korea Air & Missile Defense (KAMD) system,
providing an upper-tier defense capability by engaging
ballistic missiles at high altitudes. Hanwha Aerospace

developed the system’s interceptor missile and launcher.

- L-SAM 11, designed to intercept ballistic missiles at even
higher altitudes than the currently deployed L-SAM
system. Hanwha Aerospace is participating in this

effort through a contract to develop key foundational

technologies, specifically the design technology for high-
altitude interceptor missiles.

4- AirDomain Solutions: Expanding Operational

Horizons

Hanwha’s air solutions focus on versatile platforms and
advanced unmanned systems to control the skies.

- GE-STOL (Gray Eagle Short Takeoff and Landing): Jointly
developed with General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc.
(GA-ASI), the Gray Eagle STOL is a new fixed-wing UAV
offering short takeoff and landing capability. This allows for
operations from areas with limited aviation infrastructure.
The platform maintains its medium-altitude, long-

endurance performance, capable of remaining airborne for

over 20 hours for surveillance and reconnaissance missions.

It supports a wide range of payloads for missions including

close air support, logistics, and anti-submarine warfare.

Defense exhibitions and conferences

- Multi-Drone Launch System: Presenting a key
component for future swarm operations, Hanwha’s
drone launchpad is based on an unmanned search
vehicle platform. It features modular launch turrets
that can mount and fire multiple small-sized drones.
The system can be operated unmanned and can deploy
multiple drones of various sizes simultaneously, with
the potential for expansion to other platforms like
Chunmoo and L-SAM.

5- Naval Domain Solutions: The Future of

Smart Naval Warfare

Hanwha is pioneering the next generation of naval warfare
with AI-powered, software-centric vessels and unmanned

systems.

- Smart Battleship & Unmanned Surface Vehicles (USV): At
the forefront of its naval exhibit is the “Smart Battleship,”’
a software-centric vessel applying the most advanced
technologies. This future platform is designed as a command
and control ship for manned-unmanned combined
operations, capable of operating unmanned aircraft, drones,
and a fleet of specialized Unmanned Surface Vehicles.
The system emphasizes three-dimensional operational
capabilities with three dedicated USVs for mine warfare,

combat, and reconnaissance missions.

Emerging Global Power in Fighters and

Rotorcraft

Established on October 1, 1999, as a government-
backed joint venture, KAI was formed by merging the
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and security issues

3- HR-Sherpa/ Multi-Purpose UGV

Completing the trio was Hyundai Rotem’s HR-Sherpa,
officially the Multi-Purpose Unmanned Ground Vehicle
(UGV). This 6x6 electric platform, weighing about 2 tons, is
built for modularity - serving in roles from reconnaissance
and supply transport to casualty evacuation.

The HR-Sherpa
route-point driving modes, operating for up to 6 hours at

supports remote, autonomous, and
low speed and as long as 12 hours under lighter demands.
Its design accommodates multiple mission Kkits, including
surveillance payloads, remote weapon mounts, mine
detection, and chemical / CBRN sensors. With airless tires and
compact dimensions, it can follow dismounted infantry into

environments too risky or restrictive for crewed vehicles.

Delivering Al-Powered Integrated Solutions

Across All Domains

Hanwha Founded in 1952 as Korea Explosives Co., Hanwha
rebranded in 1992, initially specializing in explosives and
munitions. In the 1980s, the company began manufacturing
heavy munitions and missile systems, with early exports to
Asian countries. In 2010, it acquired Hanwha Defense (now
Hanwha Aerospace), bolstering its capabilities in missiles and
artillery. In 2017, Hanwha secured contracts to develop the K9
Thunder for countries such as Tiirkiye and India. The company
also developed smart munitions and missiles, including the
Chunmoo MLRS and Bunker Buster, exported to the UAE
and Saudi Arabia. Additionally, Hanwha contributed to South
Korea’s space program with rocket engines for the KSLV-II,
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with plans to develop space-based defense systems by 2030.

At the Seoul International Aerospace & Defense Exhibition
(ADEX) 2025, Hanwha will showcase a future-proof portfolio of
defense solutions powered by artificial intelligence (AI). Based
on the synergy of its defense and aerospace affiliates, Hanwha
is presenting a integrated total defense solution that organically
connects assets across land, sea, air, and space to give forces a
decisive edge in the multi-domain battlefield of tomorrow.

1- Land Defense Solutions: Dominance

Through Automation and Precision

Hanwha’s land systems demonstrate a clear roadmap toward
automated and unmanned warfare, enhancing both lethality
and troop survivability.

The Next-Generation K9 Solution (K9A2 & K9A3): The globally
acclaimed K9 Self-Propelled Howitzer continues its evolution.

- K9A2 will be equipped with a fully automatic turret capable
of loading insensitive modular charges, with a firing rate of
6~8 rounds per minute and reducing the number of crew
from 5 to 3. Furthermore, safety and combat efficiency will
be enhanced through RCWS, automatic fire extinguisher, as
well as air conditioning.

- K9A3 is an unmanned howitzer developed for Manned-
Unmanned Teaming (MUM-T) missions. It is capable of remote
driving and operation, autonomous positioning, and features an
extended maximum firing range of more than 80km.

2- Unmanned Ground Vehicles (UGV) &
Manned-Unmanned Teaming (MUM-T):

Hanwha will display a full line-up of UGVs designed for
multi-mission roles.

- Arion-SMET, is
Unmanned Ground Vehicle (UGV) that can dramatically
enhance both survivability and combat power of infantry

a remote-controlled multi-purpose

units through combat equipment transport, medical

evacuation support, surveillance and reconnaissance,
and combat missions. Its surveillance and reconnaissance
ability has been upgraded with the addition of AI automatic
detection function, which notifies the operator when people
or vehicles are identified. In particular, Hanwha have
achieved a high localization rate of more than 98% for key

components such as the RCWS.

- GRUNT(GRound UNcrewed Transport) is the Next
Generation export-ready UGV developed based on
direct feedback from the US military during the Foreign




A pioneer in future solutions for land forces

Hyundai Rotem was officially established on July 1, 1977,
as Hyundai Precision Industry, a subsidiary of the Hyundai
Motor Group. However, its roots in the automotive and defense
equipment sectors trace back to 1964 through the integration
of earlier divisions. In 1999, it merged with Hanjin Heavy
Industries and Daewoo Heavy Industries to form Korea Rolling
Stock Corporation (KOROS), later rebranded as Rotem
in 2002 and Hyundai Rotem in 2007. Following a series of
successes and competition through distinguished defense
products, the company aims to rank among the top five global
defense companies by 2035, focusing on intelligent systems
and hybrid armored vehicles.

Since its founding in 1977, Rotem has become South Korea’s
leading manufacturer of tanks and armored vehicles, as well
as a trusted defense partner abroad. Hyundai Rotem excels in
three different sectors, all world renown: Defense, Rail and
Eco-Plant. However, its defense sector in particular is known
as one of Korea’s leading land systems producers.

Visitors to the company’s booth found three of Korea’s
flagship land platforms proudly displayed: the K2 Black
Panther main battle tank, the K808 wheeled armored
vehicle (Peru export variant), and the HR-Sherpa multi-
purpose unmanned ground vehicle (UGV). Along with them,
the company newly revealed technology for the future, the
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Platform and Aerospace Engines.

1- K2 Black Panther

The main piece is arguably the K2PL, the export model of
the K2 Black Panther Main Battle Tank, now entering service
with the Polish Army. OQutfitted with an active protection
system (APS) to intercept anti-tank missiles and a remote-
controlled weapon station (RCWS) for enhanced secondary
firepower, the K2PL represents Hyundai Rotem’s answer to
NATO operational needs.

Also on display at the event by the South Korean Army was
the baseline K2 MBT in service with the Republic of Korea
Army, underscoring the tank’s dual role as both a domestic
frontline system and an international export product.

The K2 combines firepower, mobility, and protection in
equal measure while being lighter than its competitors. Its
120 mm L / 55 smoothbore gun is paired with a state-of-the-
art fire control system featuring thermal imaging, laser range
finding, cross-wind sensors, and automatic target tracking. A
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1,500-horsepower diesel engine drives the tank to speeds of
70 km/h on road and nearly 50 km/h cross-country, while
its unique in-arm suspension system allows it to kneel, lean,
or ford rivers using a snorkel. Its layered composite armor
with modular add-ons, paired with APS, ensures survivability
against the latest battlefield threats.

For Poland, the K2 is a keystone of military modernization,
while in Seoul the tank serves as a reminder that South Korea
is now exporting equipment once dominated by Western
Europe. Discussions with Romania and other European and
Middle East partners suggest that the Black Panther’s reach
may expand even further.

2- K808 Wheeled Armored Vehicle

Along with the tank stood Hyundai Rotem’s K808 Wheeled
Armored Vehicle (WAV), a highly mobile 8x8 platform. On display
was the K808-PE, the newly developed export version for Peru.

Designed for the diverse geography of the Andes and jungle,
the K808-PE emphasizes rugged mobility and crew protection.
It features run-flat tires, a central tire inflation system (CTIS)
for rapid adaptation to rough terrain, and modular armor
protection against 12.7 mm rounds and artillery fragments.
Energy-absorbing seating further enhances survivability
against roadside blasts. This particular version is equipped with
added armor and boasts a top speed of 80km / h on road and
room for up to 11 personnel and thus, the K808-PE offers a
practical modernization solution for the Peruvian Army.
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Seoul ADEX 2025.. south Korea

from ambition to excellence in defense industries

Launched in 1996 as the Seoul Airshow and expanded into a full-spectrum de-
fense showcase in 2009, the Seoul International Aerospace & Defense Exhibition
(ADEX) has grown into one of Asia’s premier defense trade shows. Held every two
years, it brings together military delegations, industry executives, and policymak-
ers from across the world to exchange technology, strike deals, and signal national
priorities.

This year, ADEX 2025 is expected to be the largest yet, with delegations from
more than 35 nations and a record expansion of exhibition space. The pavilions will
span everything from advanced fighter jets and missile defense systems to armored
vehicles, drones, and satellite technologies. Beyond the displays, the event under-
scores South Korea’s ambition to establish itself as a global defense exporter and a

central player in the shifting security dynamics of Northeast Asia.
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